
   
 
 
Open Call 
Architectural Pride 
 
 
1 
The commission 
 
The London Festival of Architecture (LFA), and Architecture LGBT+ invite you to 
create a float to represent architecture and LGBT+ Architects at Pride in London 
2018. 
 
We are inviting architecture students, recent graduates, emerging practices as well 
as representatives from more established practices across London to submit a 
design proposal for a float to represent LGBT+ architects and their contribution to 
architecture past and present.  
 
The winning design team will be commissioned to design and deliver the float for the 
Pride in London Parade on 7 July 2018. There is an estimated budget of £8,000 for 
design and delivery. We are currently seeking sponsorship to provide a flatbed truck 
for the float to be built on. This will be a chance to participate in a unique project and 
showcase your imaginative design to the public. 
 
 
2 
The Context 
 
The London Festival of Architecture (LFA) is the world’s largest annual architecture 
festival, with a mission to support London architectural and design talent, enthuse 
and engage with the public, and find new ways to look at familiar places. This year 
the LFA is exploring the theme ‘identity’, and the powerful connections between the 
buildings and spaces around us with expressions of individual and collective identity 
and expression. As well as a month-long festival of hundreds of public events across 
London from 1-30 June, the festival also organises a year-round programme of other 
activities including design competitions.  
 



 
 
 
The London Festival of Architecture is committed to promoting equality and diversity 
in the architecture and wider built environment professions. In 2016 the LFA 
supported the launch of Architecture LGBT+ with a Pride Breakfast at the RIBA – 
one of that year’s festival highlights. In March this year, the LFA launched the ‘See 
the Elephant’ campaign, which empowered individuals and organisations to stand up 
to discriminatory behaviour in the built environment. The campaign set the agenda at 
MIPIM 2018 and received blanket coverage in the architecture, property and 
mainstream media.  
 

 
 



 
 

Homophobia is rife in the construction industry; in the 2017 survey by the Architects 
Journal 39% of architects had heard homophobic or transphobic slurs in the 
workplace.  Architecture is behind many industries with diversity, the new 
Architecture LGBT+ group is providing a safe space and promoting LGBT+ role 
models within the industry. 
 
Architecture LGBT+ launched in 2016 with the pre-parade Pride Breakfast at the 
RIBA as part of LFA. 200 LGBT+ Architects networked over a bucks fizz breakfast 
whilst Newsnight’s Evan Davis chaired a panel discussion. We ran the Breakfast 
again in 2017 with stories from LGBT+ Architects and we are very excited that in 
2018 the breakfast will lead on to a float in the parade.  
 
In a slight change from our usual competitions, we are seeking the profession’s help 
as we continue our work to promote equality and diversity across the built 
environment professions.  
 
 
3 
The site 

Pride in London is the UK’s biggest, most diverse pride, and provides a platform for 
every part of London’s LGBT+ community to raise awareness of LGBT+ issues and 
campaign for the freedoms that will allow them to live their lives on a genuinely equal 
footing. 

The Pride in London Parade takes place on Saturday 7 July 2018 from 12.00pm. 
While this year’s route has yet to be announced, the parade takes over the West End 
of London, thousands march in the parade and around 1million people watch it.  

 
4 
Design requirements 
The float design is open ended but must be in the spirit of Pride. The LFA theme of 
Identity can carry through to the float.  
 
The float needs to be suitable for any July weather – torrential rain is possible!  It 
must also incorporate speakers – generally rear facing to the walking group 
following. The float will be viewed from both the sides and also the front and back, 
with the Architects walking alongside the float all facing the back.  

We have been allocated 120 wristband holders alongside the float, these can either 
all walk behind the float or the float can incorporate people onboard with suitable 
health and safety precautions.  

 
 
 



5 
Further guidance 
 

• Budget: If successful, the £8,000 (including VAT) will need to cover all 
associated production costs (materials, transport, construction and disposal). 
You can use salvaged materials or seek in-kind materials sponsorship to 
reduce expenses. The budget will be managed by the entrant.  

• Health & safety: The float needs to be stable and structurally sound. No petrol 
generators are allowed. 

• Durability: The design needs to be suitable for heavy rain or sunshine, it will 
need to survive the day or travelling through London’s streets.  

 
 
6 
Budget 
 
The total budget available for this project for one bench is £8,000 (including VAT) 
and is to include all fees, fabrication and installation.  

Half of the fee will be awarded on receipt of a signed agreement in which you commit 
to provide a float as per your submission and any revisions as requested by 
Architecture LGBT+, LFA or Pride in London. The remaining fee will be given in July 
after delivery and approval. 

7 
Submission 

This submission should include: 
 
1. Full name and contact details including postal address, contact number and email 
of project lead.  
2. Brief biographies of all the project team.  
3. Coloured photo of the design team (landscape) for promotional purposes (file 
upload) 
4. A 200-word description about your practice along with any relevant technical 
expertise acquired through previous experience.  
5. Hand or computer drawn 3D design visualisation (file upload) 
6. Construction detail drawn to scale, with key dimensions noted (file upload) 
7. Outline all materials, budget, production process and disposal (file upload) 
 
Your files can be uploaded individually or combined into one pdf submission. You 
should submit your entry using our online form 
https://goo.gl/forms/eaI7KRXw4licG3RY2 
 
 
8. 
Eligibility  
 
The competition is open to all. 



 
 
9 
Deadline and submission details  
 
• Deadline for first submission is midday on 6 June 2018. Submissions received after 
this time will not be considered.  
• For competition enquires please contact: tamsie@londonfestivalofarchitecture.org 
• Please submit your expression of interest and supporting documents at 
https://goo.gl/forms/eaI7KRXw4licG3RY2  
• The PDF should be no more than 5 MB.  
• You will receive an email confirming receipt of your submission.  
 
 
10 
Schedule outline  
 
Submissions open: 15 May 2018 
Submissions closed: midday 6 June 2018 
Winners notified: 8 June 2018 
Pride: 7 July 2018 
 
 
11 
Judging panel  
 
Jayne Bird (partner, Nicholas Hare Architects) 
Jane Duncan (immediate Past President, RIBA) 
Evan Davis (broadcaster and presenter) 
Tom Guy (founder, Architecture LGBT+) 
Danni Kerr (architect and RIBA diversity role model) 
Vinesh Pomal (architect, Tate Hindle) 
Tamsie Thomson (director, London Festival of Architecture) 
Rob Wilson (architecture editor, Architects’ Journal) 
 
 
12 
Further information  
 
• Submissions will be judged on originality, demonstration of creativity and relevance 
to the brief, as well as feasibility and how the proposal works in the context of the 
site. 
• The ownership of Copyright of the design will be in accordance with the Copyright, 
Designs and Patents Act 1988, that is Copyright rests with the author of the 
submitted design.  
• All designs remain the intellectual property of the designer however the winning 
design when built, will be the property of the City of London Corporation. 



• Please bear in mind that the project requires a fast turn around and may have peak 
moments when your practice will need to dedicate sufficient staff to deliver the 
project on time, on budget and to the high standard expected by all stakeholders.  
• Your practice/collaboration needs to have the following insurance, to a sum 
relevant to the project budget, in order to be eligible to be selected: Employers 
Liability, Professional Indemnity  
• Significant efforts are made by all stakeholders of the project to ensure wide media 
coverage.  
• London Festival of Architecture and Architecture LGBT+ reserve the right to use 
images from the submissions for promotional purposes in press, social media and 
publications. All endeavours will be made to ensure accurate accreditation.  
 
 
13 
Useful links  
 
London Festival of Architecture:  
www.londonfestivalofarchitecture.org 
 
Pride in London 
www.prideinlondon.org 
 
Architecture LGBT+ 
www.architecturelgbt.com 
 
 
14 
Contact  
 
To submit your entry please https://goo.gl/forms/eaI7KRXw4licG3RY2  
For general enquires please contact: tamsie@londonfestivalofarchitecture.org   
 
 
15 
Disclaimer  
 
The competition organisers are not liable for lost, misdirected, or late entries. 
Decisions of the jury represent their professional judgments and all decisions are 
final. While it is the intent to construct the winning scheme, the organisers reserve 
the right to not proceed with construction for any reason. Material submitted by you 
shall be your sole responsibility, shall not infringe or violate the rights of any other 
party or violate any laws, contribute to or encourage infringing or otherwise unlawful 
conduct, or otherwise be obscene, objectionable, or in poor taste. By submitting such 
material, you are representing that you are the owner of such material and/or have 
all necessary rights, licenses, and authorization to distribute it.  
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London Festival of Architecture 
 
The London Festival of Architecture was founded in 2004, and is now firmly 
established as Europe’s biggest annual architecture festival. The London Festival of 
Architecture 2018 will feature events across the capital from 1-30 June, and this year 
will explore the theme ‘identity’. The London Festival of Architecture celebrates 
London as a global hub of architectural experimentation, practice and debate, 
provoking questions about the contemporary and future life of the city, and promoting 
positive change to its public realm. The London-wide programme is delivered by a 
diverse mix of architecture and design practices and practitioners, cultural and 
academic institutions, artists and many others. 
 
www.londonfestivalofarchitecture.org 
Twitter: @LFArchitecture 
 
 
 
 
 


