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The commission 
 
The London Festival of Architecture (LFA), and Team London Bridge (TLB) invite 
you to submit an expression of interest for our competition to design a new an 
important addition to the London Bridge streetscape. We are seeking a concept 
that will improve the appearance and potential for local wayfinding of an unloved 



yet strategically important pedestrian triangle on Tooley Street in front of the 
London Bridge station. 
 
This busy but unremarkable space is situated outside the London Bridge tube and 
rail exit, and on potential routes to major London landmarks: the riverside, City 
Hall, Southwark Cathedral and Borough Market. However, none of these key 
locations are immediately visible, and many people need to re-orientate 
themselves. In the context of funding from the Mayor of London, TLB is working 
with local partners to promote clean air routes that people can easily choose to use 
over major routes that are more polluted.  
 
We are inviting architects, designers and artists to submit a design concept that will 
use visual clues and public realm infrastructure to transform the ability and desire to 
stop, enjoy and make decisions at this site. Following public exhibition of 
shortlisted entries in June, the winning team will be revealed in July 2018 to 
develop a fully costed, feasible design that could be installed, subject to planning 
permissions. 
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The Context 
 

 



 
 
The Tooley Street triangle – so-named as it has no formal name – sits 
underwhelmingly between a busy station exit, the junction of Duke Street Hill and 
Tooley Street, a number of buildings of contrasting styles and merit, and a concete 
pedestrian overpass. Many of the 118,000 people coming in and out of the station 
every day walk across this space. Most of the land is owned and managed by 
Southwark Council. 
 
TLB, a Business Improvement District representing over 400 businesses in the area, 
has a vision to create a “World-class physical environment that is distinctive and 
engaging”, as set out in the London Bridge Plan, a document endorsed by 
Southwark Council and delivered through engagement with its member businesses 
and local partners. Placeshaping objectives on ‘High Street London Bridge’ should 
complement the transformation of the station (which nears completion), include 
better connectivity between the station and pier, and deliver cohesively designed 
public realm and wayfinding at the station exit (Appendix 1).  
 
Borough High Street, Duke Street Hill and the busy section of Tooley Street are all 
major thoroughfares. Despite getting congested and polluted, these are the routes 
most pedestrians use to get about. The riverside, and the narrower, quieter link 
between Tooley Street under the bridge to Montague Close, are both quieter, 
cleaner routes, though less conspicuous and less easy to navigate. With funding 
from the Low Emission Neighbourhood (LEN), TLB and partners want to 
enhance the appeal and attraction of these quieter, cleaner routes (Appendix 2).  
 
This project must deliver a site-specific intervention in the triangle, but should also 
suggest cohesive elements that can be extended along routes should further 
funding become available. A number of complementary projects already exist 
that this project should also take into consideration (see Appendix 4): 
 

• TLB is implementing a ‘colourful crossing’ from the station that will link to 
the site from September 2018. This will be accompanied by another crossing 
on St Thomas Street, encouraging better links from south of the borough, 
through Guy’s Hospital and King’s College London campus, the Joiner 
Street tunnel and on to the river. An artist for this work has already been 
appointed. 

• TLB is working with Southwark Council to build a rain garden to help 
manage flood risk in the same square. Consideration should be given to how 
separate elements, such as this, can be linked up.  

• A ‘Fresh Air Square’ bench has been installed along the route. This is a 
second version of the original ‘parklet’ placed further east on Tooley Street 



in 2013, to rebalance the feel of the street away from traffic. The Fresh Air 
Square concept provided inspiration for this project brief. 

• London Bridge City use a structure and signage to waymark access to the 
river for their summer and christmas festival. 
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The site 
 
Tooley Street  
London Bridge 
London SE1 2PR 
 
Practical and historical context 

• The large tree is a robinia, the small tree is a London plane. The robinia has 
recently been pruned around the trunk to shape it, cutting away lower 
branch growth, though this is irregular.   

• Land ownership. Most of the triangle is owned by Southwark Council, 
though a pavement width of the triangle (Duke Street Hill) is under TfL 
management. 

• People often use this space to unload free papers and magazines (Evening 
Standard, Time Out, other free promotions). This appears to be unregulated. 

• The concrete building Colechurch House is owned by the City of London. It 
is a development site in the New Southwark Plan, though there is no current 
information about the redevelopment.  

• Colechurch house is named after Peter of Colechurch, who oversaw the 
building of the iconic medieval London Bridge 

• St Olaf’s House, the art deco hospital building adjacent, is named after St 
Olaf, King of Norway, who helped Ethelred the unready to defend against 
the Danes by pulling down London Bridge in the 11th Century. He became a 
popular saint in the 12th Century. 

• The derivation of the word ‘Tooley’ evolved from the original Church of St 
Olave, which later became the Church ‘Synt Toulus’. 

• The site has been used every summer holiday by the Southwark Heritage 
Association as a base for the Young Pilgrims project, training young people 
in customer service and handing out literature about Southwark to the 
public. This involves the placement of a mobile kiosk. 
https://www.southwarknews.co.uk/news/young-pilgrims-toast-eighteen-
years/  

• The site is bounded to the west by a dis-used stairwell that has previously 
been painted. 
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Budget 
 
The total budget available for this project is £20,000 plus VAT to include all fees, 
fabrication and installation. The budget outline above includes a design fee of 
£5,000 inc. VAT for the winning team. 
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Submission 
 
This competition has a two stages submission 
 
This first stage submission should include 
1. Full name and contact details including postal address, contact number and 
email of project lead.  
2. Brief biographies of all the project team.  
3. A 200-word description about your practice along with any relevant technical 
experience. Please include any images of previous work. 



4. A short paragraph of max. 200 words on why you are interested in being 
involved in the project and, how are you going to work with local stakeholders to 
deliver your proposal if selected. You may wish to include some thoughts about 
your vision including any initial written reactions you may have to the brief.  
5. An initial sketch proposal on no more than 1 A3 board sent as pdf. 
 
These submissions will be shortlisted by the judging panel. Up to 5 shortlisted 
practices will then be invited to develop a design concept based on the information 
laid out in this open call and will be awarded an honorarium of £500 plus VAT each. 
They will be asked to supply two images and 250-word text which can form part of 
a public exhibition. The work required for the second phase of the project will be 
reflective of the honorarium sum; therefore, we will be expecting the equivalent of 
an A2 board explaining your proposal. This can come in the form your practice 
feels will most effectively communicate your design to the judging panel. 
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Deadline and submission details  
 
• Deadline for first submission is 5 June at 3pm. Submissions received after time 
this will not be considered.  
• For competition enquires please contact: andre@londonfestivalofarchitecture.org 
• Please send expressions of interest in a PDF format to: 
admin@londonfestivalofarchitecture.org with the email heading “Tooley Street” 
followed by your practice/collaborations name  
• The PDF should be no more than 5MB.  
• You will receive an email confirming the receipt of your submission.  
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Schedule outline  
 
Submissions open: 10 May 2018  
Submissions closed: 5 Jun 2018 
Successful shortlisted practices notified: 8 June 2018 
Exhibition of shotlisted entries and pecha kucha event w/c 25 june 
Final presentation to judges w/c 9 July 
Winner announced w/c 16 July 
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Judging panel  
 
Matthew Hill (head of Highways, Southwark Council) 
Jonas Lencer (director, dRMM) 
Jack Skillen (placeshaping director, Team London Bridge) 
Tamsie Thomson (director, London Festival of Architecture) 
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Further information  
 

• Submissions will be judged on originality, demonstration of creativity, 
relevance to the brief as well as feasibility and how the proposal works in the 
context of the site. 

• The ownership of Copyright of the design will be in accordance with the 
Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988, that is Copyright rests with the 
author of the submitted design.  

• All designs remain the intellectual property of the designer however the 
winning design will itself when built will be the property of Team London 
Bridge. 

• Please bear in mind the project requires a fast turn around and may have 
peak moments when your practice will need to dedicate sufficient staff to 
deliver the project on time, to budget and to the high standard expected by 
all stakeholders.  

• Your practice/collaboration needs to have the following insurance, to a sum 
relevant to the project budget, in order to be eligible to go through to 
shortlisting: Employers Liability, Professional Indemnity  

• Significant efforts are made by all stakeholders of the project to ensure wide 
media coverage.  

• London Festival of Architecture, and Team London Bridge reserve the right 
to use images from the submissions for promotional purposes in press, social 
media and publications. All endeavours will be made to ensure accurate 
accreditation.  
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Useful links  
 



London Festival of Architecture 
http://www.londonfestivalofarchitecture.org 
 
Team London Bridge 
https://www.teamlondonbridge.co.uk 
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Contact  
 
To submit your entry please contact: admin@londonfestivalofarchitecture.org 
For general enquires please contact: Andre@londonfestivalofarchitecture.org  
 
 

12 

Disclaimer  
 
The competition organisers are not liable for lost, misdirected, or late entries. 
Decisions of the jury represent their professional judgments and all decisions are 
final. While it is the intent to construct the winning scheme, the organisers reserve 
the right to not proceed with construction for any reason. Material submitted by 
you shall be your sole responsibility, shall not infringe or violate the rights of any 
other party or violate any laws, contribute to or encourage infringing or otherwise 
unlawful conduct, or otherwise be obscene, objectionable, or in poor taste. By 
submitting such material, you are representing that you are the owner of such 
material and/or have all necessary rights, licenses, and authorization to distribute it.  
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London Festival of Architecture 
 
The London Festival of Architecture was founded in 2004, and is now firmly 
established as Europe’s biggest annual architecture festival. The London Festival of 
Architecture 2018 will feature events across the capital from 1-30 June, and this 
year will explore the theme ‘identity’. The London Festival of Architecture 



celebrates London as a global hub of architectural experimentation, practice and 
debate, provoking questions about the contemporary and future life of the city, 
and promoting positive change to its public realm. The London-wide programme is 
delivered by a diverse mix of architecture and design practices and practitioners, 
cultural and academic institutions, artists and many others. 
 
www.londonfestivalofarchitecture.org 
Twitter: @LFArchitecture 
 
 

 
 
Team London Bridge 
 
www.teamlondonbridge.co.uk  
Twitter: @TeamLondonBdg 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


