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The commission 
 
The London Festival of Architecture (LFA), the City of London Corporation and 
Illuminated River Foundation invite you to submit an expression of interest to this 
exciting opportunity to create a structure for the Thames Riverside Walkway (North 
Bank). We have identified a number of challenges and are inviting architects, 
designers and artists to respond to them with creative solutions:   
 

● Lack of public seating on the walkway 	



● Lack of any real invitation for the public to linger, enjoy or spend time by the 
river 	

● Lack of designed space and structures to support outdoor events 	
● Lack of inclusion and accessibility	

 
The winning commission will be in situ during the LFA’s festival and Illuminated 
River Project in June 2019.  
 
The River Thames is the defining feature of London. The hub of trade and 
commerce for centuries as well as a significant amenity for leisure and culture. 
However, during the last century, the capital turned its back on the river privatising 
access, creating major barriers in the form of roads, walls and buildings. This 
commission intends to help redress the balance. Creating an opportunity for 
residents, workers and visitors to London to once again connect with the river 
which for so long was the life blood of the city. 
 
We are inviting architects, designers and artists to submit a design concept that will 
create a transformation interaction with the river, to help remove boundaries to 
enjoying and viewing it. Creating an attractive and welcoming way to interact with 
the river and the bridges which span it.  
 
Following the competition process, the winning team will be revealed in November 
2018 and awarded a design fee of £7,000 to work with the City of London 
Corporation and the London Festival of Architecture in developing a fully costed, 
feasible design and oversee the install as part of the London Festival of Architecture 
in 2019 subject to planning permissions. 
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The Context 
 
The commission forms part of a wider year-long programme of cultural activities for 
the City Corporation. Entitled Fantastic Feats: the building of London, the 
programme celebrates a number of significant anniversaries and openings in 2019 – 
these include the: 

● 150th anniversary of opening of Blackfriars Bridge and Holborn Viaduct 
(1869)	

● 200th anniversary of the birth of Joseph Bazalgette (civil engineer and 
designer of London’s sewers)	

● 200th anniversary of the birth of Horace Jones (architect and designer of Old 
Billingsgate, Smithfield and Leadenhall Markets, the monument at Temple 
Bar and Tower Bridge (in collaboration with engineer John Wolfe Barry))	

● 125th anniversary of Tower Bridge (completed 1894)	
● Opening of the central section of Crossrail	
● Opening of the first four bridges (London, Southwark, Millennium and 

Southwark) of the Illuminated River Project. 	
 



The commission will form a major part of the Fantastic Feats programme and it is 
likely that it will be launched with a public programme of talks, events and 
entertainment designed to complement and promote its siting.  
 
Innovation and invention are core to the programming of next year’s activities. 
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The sites 
 

 
 

1. Outside Fishmongers’ Hall 
2. Angel Lane 
3. Southwark Bridge (by Vinters Hall)	
4. Outside City of London School 
 

 
This project must deliver a site-specific intervention for one or several of the sites 
above; this may be modular for several sites (designed to respond an overarching 
[but Thames riverside specific] vision) or specific to an individual location. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	

	
Site 1- Outside Fishmongers’ Hall 
 

 
Site 2 - Angel Lane 



 
Site 3 - Southwark Bridge (by Vinters Hall) 
 

 
Site 4 - Outside City of London School 
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Design requirements 
 
The applicant is required to provide a creative design solution for the installation 
which connects people with the Thames and which enhances the look and feel of 
the site. The creative proposal could include any appropriate robust creative 
solution, either as a single object or several; it can be at any scale practical within 
the budget and site(s) but must comply with Building Regulations and will be 
subject to planning permission.  
 
The applicant shall undertake the following tasks: 

● Provide design option/s for the structure to enhance the look and feel of the 
site, to increase enjoyment of the river and is robust enough to cope with 
being in the public realm.	

● Consult with key stakeholders, including the City of London Corporation, 
Illuminated River Foundation, local residents and landowners, Port of London 
Authority, and the site(s) owners.	

● Project management of the installation of winning design.	
 

It should be noted that there is a lack of seating at the sites specified and 
applications should therefore consider this issue as part of their design; similarly, 
applicants may wish to consider how their design(s) may support a desire by the 
City Corporation to site small-scale events and entertainments on the Riverside 
Walkway.  
 
Applicants may not choose to address either issue sited above but it should be 
noted that public benefit and their engagement with the river and the river bank are 
key drivers for this commission. A design solution that helps connect people and/or 
enables providers such as the Illuminated River Foundation and the City 
Corporation to enhance their work in doing the same will be favoured. 
 

 

5 

Further guidance 
 

● The structure should be open and accessible to all	
● The structure should be weight bearing and structurally sound 	
● The structure should be multipurpose and enable other outdoor events to 

happen around it, incorporating or on the structure 	
● It should not require stewards or security when open to facilitate access.	
● Site 1 is owned by The Fishmongers' Company (Fishmongers’ Hall), and the 

design will require approval from the landowner	
● Designs should require no foundations or fixing to the ground and must 

comply with all relevant building regulations	
● Any winning design will be robust enough to withstand all weather conditions 	
● Design should also consider sustainability and require minimum maintenance	
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Budget 
 
The total budget available for this project is circa £67,000 plus VAT to include all 
fees, fabrication, installation and derig. 

The budget outline above includes a design fee of £7,000 Inc. VAT for the winning 
team. 
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Submission 
 
This competition has a two stages submission 
 
This first stage submission should include 
1. Full name and contact details including postal address, contact number and 
email of project lead.  
2. Brief biographies of all the project team.  
3. A 200-word description about your practice along with any relevant technical 
experience acquired through previous experience; this can include images of 
previous work.  
4. A short paragraph of max. 300 words on why you are interested in being involved 
in the project. You may wish to include some thoughts about your vision including 
any initial written reactions you may have to the brief.  
5. No design work is required for the first stage and any included sketches will not 
be shared with the judges. 
 
These submissions will be shortlisted by the judging panel. Up to 6 shortlisted 
practices will then be invited to develop a design concept based on the information 
laid out in this open call and will be awarded an honorarium of £500 Inc. VAT each. 
The work required for the second phase of the project will be reflective of the 
honorarium sum; therefore, we will be expecting the equivalent of an A2 board 
explaining your proposal. This can come in the form your practice feels will most 
effectively communicate your design to the judging panel. 
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Deadline and submission details  
 
• Deadline for first submission is midday, 1 November 2018. Submissions received 
after this time will not be considered.  
• For competition enquiries please contact: rosa@londonfestivalofarchitecture.org  



• Please send expressions of interest in a PDF format via: 
https://www.londonfestivalofarchitecture.org/riverview/ 
• The PDF should be no more than 5MB.  
• You will receive an email confirming the receipt of your submission.  
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Schedule outline  
 
Submissions open: 4 October 2018 
Submissions closed: 1 November 2018 
Successful shortlisted practices notified: w/c 5 November 2018 
2nd submission: 6 December 2018 
Winner notified: w/c 10 December 2018 
Winning Design Opens to the public: 1 June 2019 
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Judging panel 
David Bickle (Partner, Hawkins\Brown) 
Nick Bodger (Head of Cultural and Visitor Development, City of London 
Corporation) 
Melanie Charalambous (group manager, public realm, City of London Corporation) 
Andy Downey (Partner, Elliott Wood) 
Sarah Gaventa (Director, Illuminated River Foundation) 
Edwin Heathcote (Architecture and design critic, The Financial Times) 
Stella Ioannou (Director, Sculpture in the City)  
Tamsie Thomson (Director, London Festival of Architecture) 
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Further information  
 
• To process entries to this competition we will share your application and any 
associated personal data provided on the application with our jury and competition 
partners.  	
• Submissions will be judged on originality, demonstration of creativity, and 
relevance to the brief as well as feasibility and how the proposal works in the 
context of the site. 
• The ownership of Copyright of the design will be in accordance with the 
Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988, that is Copyright rests with the author of 
the submitted design.  
• All designs remain the intellectual property of the designer however the winning 
design will itself when built will be the property of City of London Corporation. 



• Please bear in mind the project requires a fast turnaround and may have peak 
moments when your practice will need to dedicate sufficient staff to deliver the 
project on time, to budget and to the high standard expected by all stakeholders.  
• The winner of the competition will accept the commission and agree to the 
conditions stipulated in the City of London Corporation Standard Conditions for 
Goods, Services & Works - April 2018 Edition and Particulars in the Order. 
• Your practice/collaboration needs to have the following insurance of £10million, to 
be eligible to go through to shortlisting: Public Liability, Employers Liability and 
Professional Indemnity  
• Significant efforts are made by all stakeholders of the project to ensure wide 
media coverage; the winning design team will need to provide relevant 
spokespeople as requested 
• London Festival of Architecture, the Illuminated River Foundation and the City of 
London Corporation reserve the right to use images from the submissions for 
promotional purposes in press, social media and publications. All endeavours will 
be made to ensure accurate accreditation.  
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Useful links  
 
London Festival of Architecture:  
http://www.londonfestivalofarchitecture.org  
 
City of London Corporation 
www.cityoflondon.gov.uk  / www.visitthecity.co.uk  
  
Illuminated River 
https://illuminatedriver.london 
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Contact  
 
To submit your entry please use this weblink 
https://www.londonfestivalofarchitecture.org/riverview/ 
For general enquires please contact: rosa@londonfestivalofarchitecture.org  
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Disclaimer  
 
The competition organisers are not liable for lost, misdirected, or late entries. 
Decisions of the jury represent their professional judgments and all decisions are 
final. While it is the intent to construct the winning scheme, the organisers reserve 
the right to not proceed with construction for any reason they deem appropriate. 



Material submitted by you shall be your sole responsibility, shall not infringe or 
violate the rights of any other party or violate any laws, contribute to or encourage 
infringing or otherwise unlawful conduct, or otherwise be obscene, objectionable, or 
in poor taste. By submitting such material, you are indicating that you are the owner 
of such material and/or have all necessary rights, licenses, and authorisation to 
distribute it.  
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London Festival of Architecture	
 
The London Festival of Architecture was founded in 2004 and is now firmly 
established as Europe’s biggest annual architecture festival. The London Festival of 
Architecture 2018 will feature events across the capital from 1-30 June, and this 
year will explore the theme ‘identity’. The London Festival of Architecture celebrates 
London as a global hub of architectural experimentation, practice and debate, 
provoking questions about the contemporary and future life of the city and 
promoting positive change to its public realm. The London-wide programme is 
delivered by a diverse mix of architecture and design practices and practitioners, 
cultural and academic institutions, artists and many others. 
 
www.londonfestivalofarchitecture.org  
Twitter: @LFArchitecture 
 
 

 
 
City of London Corporation 

The City of London Corporation is the governing body of the Square Mile dedicated 
to a vibrant and thriving City, supporting a diverse and sustainable London within a 
globally-successful UK. 	
	



www.cityoflondon.gov.uk	
www.visitthecity.co.uk	
Twitter: @visitthecity 	
Facebook and Instagram: /visitthecity	
 
 
 

	
Illuminated River Foundation	

Illuminated River is a free public art project on unprecedented scale: a scheme to 
light 15 of central London’s bridges along the River Thames with a unified, kinetic 
LED artwork by artist Leo Villareal. The project is being run by the Illuminated River 
Foundation, a charity set up to administer and fundraise for the scheme. 
 
www.illuminatedriver.london  
Twitter: @IlluminatedRiv 
Facebook and Instagram: @illuminatedriver 
 
 
 
 
 
 


